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This is a time to be praising God for all he 
has done for our agency and for the children 
we serve.  Magnificat Center opened NaNa’s 
House five years ago – in February, 2002 – 
to serve children when they need us the 
most.  That first year we provided care to 
children 180 times.  They came to us from 
homeless shelters and domestic violence 
shelters.  Some were from neighborhood 
families facing a crisis.  Our commitment to 
all of them was that we would remain in their 
lives and continue to be a resource – 
someone they could count on in times of 
need.  In some cases, we have become the 
grandparents these children never had.  One 
child has been back so many times we 
named a room after him!    
 
Last year, in 2006, NaNa’s House provided 
services to children 2,266 times.   By 
“services” we mean – 
 
�  Welcoming children who have been 

severely abused and neglected and 
providing a safe, private and comfortable 
place for them to meet with their 
estranged parents.  We rejoice with them 
when the visit goes well, distract them 
when mom doesn’t show up for the 
meeting, and cry for them when they 
must be separated again from brothers 
and sisters placed in other foster homes.   
We have seen broken hearts healed and 
families restored.  Some families that 
have graduated to unsupervised visits 
still come to NaNa’s House because they 
feel comfortable and loved in this place. 

 
�  Service also means rushing mom to the 

hospital to deliver a new baby and caring 
for children overnight while mom is in the 
hospital.  It means helping a 12 year old 
learn to read and teaching street smart 
girls about etiquette and personal 
hygiene.  It means advocating for a 
troubled child with teachers and school 
administrators and teaching classes on 
anger management.   
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Greetings from the 
Magnificat Center 
Board of Directors 

 
 

Angela M. Lieb 
Chairman of the Board 
 
Erin M. Weyerich 
President and Founder 
 
Judy Redlich 
Vice President 
 
M. Lynne Thien 
Treasurer 
 
Mary T. Weir 
Secretary 
 
Lori Dolan 
Board Member 
 
 
 
Staff 
 
Arletha Kent 
Program Director 
 
Coutnae’ Smith 
Program Assistant 
 
Amy Brown 
Community Outreach 
Coordinator 
 
 
 
 
NaNa’s House 
2730 Osage 
 
a ministry of 
 
Magnificat Center 
P. O. Box 18656 
St. Louis, MO 63118 
 
Tel. 314-771-6506 
Fax. 314-480-7122 

�  Service means giving a hug to children who 
stayed overnight at NaNa’s House years ago 
when they were homeless and have now 
returned because they are in foster care and 
are here to visit their parents.  Service is 
bathing a two year old and seeing the water 
turn black from the dirt.  It means lifting an 
infant out of a car seat infested with roaches.  
It means comforting a four year old you have 
known since before she was born, and 
rushing out into the street to rescue a child 
who is being beaten.   

 
�  Service means sharing our blessings by 

supplying baby formula, diapers, clothing, 
toys and food to neighbors in need.   It 
means having presents under the tree for 
every child who walks through the door in the 
month of December.  It means telling children 
about the meaning of Christmas and praying 
with them for the people they love. 

 
You can help!   Needless to say, we have a great 
need for volunteers and offer opportunities to 
help children in many different ways.  We need 
prayer warriors who will storm the heavens on 
our behalf and donors willing to support a 
grassroots organization serving on the front lines 
of child abuse and neglect. 
 
Your prayers and generosity of time and 
resources are critical to the long-term impact 
these programs have on the children we serve 
and we value your support.   
 
Thank you.  May we glorify the Lord in all we do, 
 

Erin M. Weyerich 
                 erin@nanashouse.org 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

)�
"
���*���+�����,���-
���."��
��)�
"
���*���+�����,���-
���."��
��)�
"
���*���+�����,���-
���."��
��)�
"
���*���+�����,���-
���."��
�� ����
�
Over the years we have been blessed to have volunteers from 
Cor Jesu Academy  come to help at NaNa’s House.  The girls 
assist with child care, cleaning, organization and anything else 
that needs to be done.  This year we had the special honor of 
being chosen as one of the charities that received Penny Queen 
funds. Each year the students collect pennies and select one or 
more charities to support with the money they’ve raised. Our 
founder, Erin Weyerich, was present at the ceremony to receive 
the award on behalf of Nana’s House and Magnificat Center.  We 
are truly thankful for the support we have received from Cor Jesu 
Academy  staff and their students over the years. We would also 
like to extend our heart-felt thanks for this award, as it will enable 
us to bless many families this year. 
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Several girls from the City Kids Club were awarded scholarships 
to attend Dayspring School of the Arts with a grant we received 
from the eWomenNetwork Foundation .  The girls meet at 
NaNa’s House on Monday evenings and are transported to 
Dayspring by volunteers.  We are thrilled to be able to offer this 
special program and the girls enjoy the opportunity to take part in 
the classes and performances.  We hope to be able to continue to 
offer scholarships to any city kids that would like to be involved. 
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We began the Anger Management And Tolerance of Others (AMATO) program during the spring and summer of 2006 at 
NaNa’s House with funding from the Employees Charitable Fund of Boeing St. Louis .   The AMATO program teaches 
children decision-making skills, builds self esteem and confidence, and shows children how to redirect their anger into 
something positive. The program has great impact on the lives of the children involved, and we continued the program 
into the school year.  We now offer the program as an extra-curricular activity at Meremac Elementary School in St. 
Louis.  NaNa’s House Program Director, Arletha Kent and Program Assistant Courtnae' Smith, lead the program on 
Wednesdays and Thursdays at Meremac after school.  In May the students presented a Talent Show for the student 
body that showcased their special abilities.  This included poetry readings, a fashion show and several other ‘acts’.  The 
Mel Carnahan High School Band and the Step Team also performed.  We are proud to see this program succeed and 
pray that it continues for many years to come. �

�  Arletha and Travis Kent took the City Kids Club to Six 
Flags last summer.  For most, this was their first visit. 

�  Students from St. Francis Borgia Regional High School 
in Washington, MO returned to NaNa’s House this April 
to help with the Annual Blue Ribbon Picnic during Child 
Abuse Prevention Month.  Over 200 people attended. 

Neighborhood dad Tony 
Redmond was nominated by 
daughter Brittany Redmond, a 
5th grader at Monroe Elementary 
School, to receive the B.E.S.T. 
Parent Award  in April 2007 for 
  

Building an Environment of 
Security and Trust 

for his family. 
 
Brittany said,   “My dad takes 
up for me.  He never stops 
believing in me.  He was there 
when I was sick.  He will drop 
anything he is doing to help me.  
He is my best friend.” 
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Please join us in welcoming Courtnae' Smith, age 20, 
our new Program Assistant. 
 
Courtnae’ joined the team at NaNa’s house in September of 2006.  After 
completing an internship with Walt Disney World in Orlando, Florida and 
some college courses at a local university, Courtnae decided to spend 
some time serving local families and children in the St. Louis area.  
Courtnae’s youth and enthusiasm have proven to be essential to our 
success.  Courtnae has the ability to become instant friends with any child 
and easily makes them feel comfortable, regardless of their situation.  
Courtnae’ assists with running the Visitation Center, the City Kids Club, the 
AMATO anger management course and providing overnight respite care.  
She keeps an up-to-date inventory of all donations and assists with 
planning and working at various events. Courtnae’ is definitely an answer to 
prayer and we welcome her to our team with open arms.  
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Magnificat Center held it’s annual “Birthday Party for Jesus” 
on Saturday, December 23rd  at NaNa’s House.  This year we 
were fortunate to have Minister Travis Kent tell the story of 
Jesus’ birth and lead us in prayer.  We also had 
entertainment provided by singers from Leonard Missionary 
Baptist Church and Judy Redlich of KNLC-TV 24.  Several 
children also performed their favorite Christmas Carols.   
 
As usual, the children all sang Happy Birthday to Jesus, 
received gifts, selected and wrapped gifts for their parents, 
decorated Christmas cookies and enjoyed the buffet.  It is 
always encouraging to see the faces of many of the children 
we serve gathered together at one time.  
 
We would like to extend our sincere thanks to those 
individuals and groups that donated food, gifts and funds to 
make this event and all the holiday benevolance possible.  A 
very special thanks to the AT&T Telecom Pioneers  who 
have provided funds to purchase gifts for the children every 
Christmas for several years. 

Christmas 2006 at NaNa’s House 

Magnificat Center is an IRS 501(c)(3) tax exempt or ganization.  Your donations are tax deductible.  Pl ease mail  
checks to Magnificat Center, P. O. Box 18656, St. L ouis, MO 63118.  Gifts of appreciated stock are als o welcome.   
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Family to Family, St. Louis Children's Division *  St. Louis Philanthropic Organization *  Cor Jesu Academy *  Richard and Peg McBride *  
Employees Community Fund of Boeing St. Louis *  eWomennetwork Foundation *  Incarnate Word Foundation *  Jewish Fund for Human 
Needs *  Eva Stacy *  Loretta T. Dolan *  Lynne Thien *  Gail Linn *  Tina Jennings *  Mary E. Bendel, Cachet Homes *  Leo and Erin 
Weyerich *  Susan Christensen and George Snyder, Direct Impact *  Sharon Burkhart, AT&T Telecom Pioneers *  Gary Van Wagnen and 
Tere Richardson *  Robert Langhill *  Dorothy Lieb *  Office Depot *  McEagle Properties LLC *  Allstate Foundation *  Matt and Angela 
Lieb *  Loyce Alexander *  St. Stephen Protomartyr Church *  Mr. and Mrs. James N. Wall *  Mary Ann Wosman *  Vickie Johnson *  
Catholic Alumni Club *  Zion City Church *  Arron Quinn's Ministry *  Gloria Jones *  Amanda Boehringer *  Imaging Warehouse.net *  Jay 
O. Shields *  Kathleen B. Ratchford *  Evelyn L. Merrill *  James Berger *  Mary T. Weir *  Robert Vollmar *  Katie Pfoehler *  John and Jan 
Schroeder *  Helen Z. Craven *  Edward Jones Investments *  William H. Bliss *  Donna Turner *  Carl G. Gaertner *  Tom Lieb *  Helen J. 
Craven *  Bernadine Rasp-Mleczko *  Rosemary and Charles Austin *  Ladies Ancient Order of Hibernians *  Victoria Dankenbring *  Carl 
R. Gaertner *  Lisa Marie Dolan *  Mr. Stephen R. Dolan, Dolan & Associates Photography *  Patti Wages *  Linda Maguire *  Barbara 
Madison *  Kathleen Hamilton *  Paul and Ruthanne Hammett *  Sister Mary Roch Rocklage, Sisters of Mercy Health System *  Jeanine 
Rauch *  Gregory P. Shocklee *  Kathryn McCue *  Mary McEvoy *  Carolyn Colton *  Richard and Linda Mayer *  Chris and Erin Shocklee 
*  Patricia J. Shocklee *  Thomas and Diane Luken *  Mary and Earl Thuet *  Bernadette Emperly *  Gary Vogt *  Judith A. Cassilly *  
Catherine Cunningham *  Helen M. Selzer *  Marie Andrews *  Elsie Glickert and the Questers *  Patricia Sarantites *  All Saints Church *  
Cindy Asinger *  Demand Solutions * Norbert Butz * Amy and Kyle Brown * Set Free Bible Study 
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With your help we will never have to turn a child a way.  
Donate on line at www.nanashouse.org 

Magnificat Center  
P. O. Box 18656 
St. Louis, MO 63118 
Tel. 314-771-6506 
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